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Why Is Case Important?

• Witnesses were reliable.

• Very early sighting with photographic 
evidence.

• National and international notoriety because 
photos were published widely.

• Government intimidation and involvement.

• Two expert analyses of facts of case make 
genuine UFO conclusion virtually inescapable.



Sighting Background

• In 1950, Evelyn and Paul Trent worked a small 
farm on Ballston Rd., a mile south of 
Sheridan, nine miles west of McMinnville, OR.

• The Trents lived a life of modest means and 
were respected in the community.

• McMinnville is thirty miles southwest of 
Portland and was a center of farming and 
some light manufacturing.

• The town had a newspaper and a small 
airport.



Sighting Events I
• On May 11, 1950, around 7:30 p.m., Evelyn 

spotted a strange object in the sky moving 
toward her from the northeast. 

• It was a slow-moving, metallic disc shape.

• She called to Paul in the house.  He came out 
and observed it a few moments.

• He went back inside, grabbed his camera, and 
took two photos of it.

• The 20 to 30 foot, silver/bronze disc 
maneuvered some, increased speed, and 
moved off to the west.



Sighting Events II

• At this point, Evelyn saw her mother- and 
father-in-law on their back porch (400 feet 
away) and tried to get their attention.  She 
failed.

• Evelyn rushed into her house and phoned her 
in-laws.  The mother-in-law answered.

• The father-in-law stayed on the porch and 
saw the UFO move away to the west.  The 
mother-in-law didn’t see the UFO.



Sighting Aftermath I

• The Trents discussed the sighting with family 
and friends.

• A banker friend, Frank Wortman, displayed 
the photos in his bank window.

• The same day, reporter Bill Powell 
interviewed the Trents and persuaded them 
to loan him the negatives.

• On June 8, Powell’s story appeared in the 
McMinnville Telephone Register newspaper with 
blowups of the two photos.



Sighting Aftermath II

• By June 10, the Trents were deluged with 
requests for interviews and copies of the 
photos from across the nation and around 
the world.

• Life magazine carried the story in its June 26 
issue.

• The Trents appeared on the nationally 
televised show, We The People.

• Within weeks of national publicity, the FBI 
and Air Force questioned the Trents.



Sighting Aftermath III
• In June 1950, an Air Force agent demanded 

(and got) the negatives from the Register.  

• The UFO negatives between 1950 and 1975 
were lost and found many times.

• They were handled by the banker, the 
Register, the FBI and AF, Life, We the People, 
UPI, and the Condon Committee.

• By 1975, miraculously, they were back at the 
McMinnville News Register (renamed).

• The Trents never got paid for the photos.



The Photos
• Only two photos were taken.

• The camera was probably a Roamer I 
manufactured by the Universal Camera Corp. 
of New York.

• The maximum aperture was f11 and the speed 
was fixed at 1/50 of a second.  These are the 
probable settings.  

• 120 size film was probably used (bigger than 
35mm slides).



Roamer I Camera



Photo #I

Paul Trent Photo #1
 (Courtesy Dr. Bruce Maccabee at http://brumac.8k.com/

images/trent/trent1.jpg)



Photo #1 Blowup

Paul Trent Photo Blowup #1
 (Courtesy Dr. Bruce Maccabee at http://brumac.8k.com/

images/trent/trnt_1_blwup.jpg)



Photo #2

Paul Trent Photo #2
 (Courtesy Dr. Bruce Maccabee at http://brumac.8k.com/

images/trent/trent2.jpg)



Photo #2 Blowup

Paul Trent Photo Blowup #2
 (Courtesy Dr. Bruce Maccabee at http://brumac.8k.com/

images/trent/trnt_2_blwup.jpg)



Sighting Analysis I

• Two serious investigations were done: 
Condon Committee and Bruce Maccabee.

• In 1969, Dr. William Hartmann of the Condon 
Committee concluded that “This is one of 
the few UFO reports in which all factors 
investigated, geometric, psychological, and 
physical[,] appear to be consistent with the 
assertion that an extraordinary flying object, 
silvery, metallic, disk-shaped, tens of meters in 
diameter, and evidently artificial, flew within 
sight of two [sic] witnesses.”



Sighting Analysis II
• In 1975, Dr. Bruce Maccabee, optical physicist 

with MUFON, CUFOS, and FUFOR, began a 
reinvestigation.

• He obtained the two negatives from the 
McMinnville News Register, which has them 
today.

• Maccabee’s more technically detailed study 
confirms that both photos show what is 
almost certainly a distant object.

• Thus, the object is not a hoaxed model close 
up.



Debunking Efforts
• In 1974, debunkers Philip Klass and Robert 

Sheaffer published simplistic analyses of the 
Trent photos.

• Both assumed the Trents hoaxed the photos 
with a small model.

• Maccabee’s later analysis showed that only 
one of the debunkers’ three objections was  
possibly partly true.

• All UFO brightnesses were consistent with 
distances in 100s, not 10s or fewer feet; that 
is, not a hoaxed model.



Summary
• The Trent/McMinnville case is tantamount to 

proof of genuine UFOs.

• Trents were not hoaxers.  At a recent 
McMinnville UFO Fest, a niece of the Trents 
told me that the Trents were above reproach.

• Two expert photos analyses confirm the 
photographic evidence is perfectly consistent 
with the Trents’ story of the incident.

• The FBI and AF sought to examine and then 
suppress the evidence by intimidating the 
Trents and the News Register editor. 
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