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Description

A glowing, orangish, low-flying UFO flew nearby the two witnesses, going south, outside their bedroom window, then came back, going north,
and then changed course and disappeared.

Witnesses

Jackie Potter and Richard Potter (pseudonyms).

Date and Time

March 23, 2007 at about 7:20 AM PDT.

Place

At their home in southwest Portland, Oregon.

Weather

Morning clouds with sun peeking through. Light rain at times.

Duration

About 30 seconds total with 10 to 15 seconds of the UFO being visible.
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INTRODUCTION
This case is interesting because of the appearance of the UFO and its flight behavior. This UFO was like
nothing the Potterʼs had ever seen moving in the sky. It was a well-defined, small, orange-yellow, very
bright ovoid object moving fairly fast, low in the morning sky with clouds behind it. Its behavior was odd
because it apparently reversed its flight path 180° in a matter of 10 to 15 seconds or less. It also apparently changed course toward the end of the sighting.

SIGHTING NARRATIVE
On Friday, March 23, 2007, about 7:20 AM, Richard and Jackie Potter (pseudonyms), husband and wife,
were going through their morning routine before leaving their home for work. They had both dressed and
were momentarily resting on their double bed before going down to have breakfast. Jackie was sitting
and Richard was reclining. On their west bedroom wall are three windows, side by side, giving an expansive view of the neighborʼs house below with trees and sky visible above. Their bedroom is upstairs. The
windows look out very close to due west.
Richard and Jackie are in the habit sometimes of enjoying the view of the trees and sky while resting in
their bed. In the past, they have watched many aircraft from this viewpoint, since Portland International
Airport to the northeast and the Hillsboro Airport to the west both have their approach patterns in the area,
depending on the prevailing winds. They have seen police or traffic helicopters, occasionally, in addition
to many airplanes.

Fast-moving, Yellowish Orange Object
As they rested before going downstairs, both of them suddenly spotted a fast-moving, very bright, yellowish orange ovoid object moving from north to south behind the trees and against some low morning
clouds in the distance. (See Figure 1, View From Bedroom Window With Simulated UFO.) The object
was very odd because it was very, very bright but well-defined and moved unusually fast for an aircraft. It
also lacked any three dimensional quality. It was just flat. Jackie later compared the well-defined nature
and purity of the light to something like the spot that a laser pointer makes on a wall. At the time of the
sighting, Richard thought it might be an aircraft on fire and waited a few seconds for a crash and a boom.
But there was no sound whatsoever. There was no crash sound and not even the sound of a normal,
close-by aircraft—like a helicopter. (Theyʼve occasionally heard helicopters in their neighborhood before.)

Return Flight With Course Change
Jackie got up from the bed and moved closer to one of the three windows and practically pressed her
nose up against it looking out to see where the UFO disappeared off to the left (south). And then, just as
suddenly as before, the object re-appeared, but this time it was retracing almost exactly its path of just 10
or 15 seconds before. However, when it went from south to north behind the trees and in front of the
clouds, it made a definite change of course so that it sort of arced downward at the end. Jackie thought it
might have been heading northwest and then changed in a smooth, fluid motion to head off in the northeast. Richard was still reclining on the bed and, unfortunately, didnʼt see much of the return flight of the
object because his wife blocked his line of sight.
All of this happened in no more time than about 30 seconds with about 15 seconds being devoted to actually seeing this truly strange object streaking along and returning in the sky. Jackie saw it about 15 to
20 seconds total and Richard saw it about 5 to 10 seconds total.
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Source: Jackie Potter

Figure 1. View from Bedroom Window With Simulated UFO
Jackie and Richard saw the orange-yellow, glowing UFO zip past their bedroom window. Jackie has
used Photoshop here to simulate the size and color (orange-yellow) of the UFO in the center of the
photo above the electrical wire and between the tree branches. (UFO simulation is in the middle of the
circle.)

Version: Preliminary Report

Copyright © 2007

4

On Site Investigation
Chief investigator Keith Rowell, Assistant State Director, Oregon MUFON, and Doug Hartley, Field Investigator, met at the home of Jackie and Richard Potter on March 27, 2007, at 7 to 8:30 PM. Jackie and
Richard sat down for a recorded interview of about 20 minutes and answered all questions forthrightly
and thoughtfully. Afterward they showed us where they sighted the UFO from their bedroom windows.
Jackie had already proactively taken some excellent photos of their bedroom windows and later supplied
a Photoshop rendition of their sighting (which is used in this report with permission in Figure 1 earlier).
Keith took a few photos also.
Jackie and Richard re-enacted their sighting during which time Keith noted that reflections involving the
window surfaces seemed unlikely to account for the UFO because Jackie had significantly changed her
position during the sighting event from sitting on the bed to closely approaching one of the panes of the
window to possibly get a better look at the situation. The UFO “obliged” by then reappearing—going in
the opposite direction—when she was right at the window. She had a clear, unobstructed view out the
window.

ENVIRONMENT
The environment for this UFO sighting does not seem to be particularly important for possibly explaining
the UFO as an IFO of some sort. There are no commercial, industrial, government/military, or other other
human-originated activities that seem likely to provide an IFO identification. On the contrary, the environment is important in the sense that the sighting occurred in a densely populated area at an apparently
low-level, which should mean that only rarely occurring conventional objects such as small planes flying
at illegally low levels could account for the sighting. See Figure 2, Portland, Oregon, Metro Area and Figure 3, Southwest Portland, Oregon.
The weather does not seem to be a factor in this sighting either.
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Source: Google Maps

Figure 2. Portland, Oregon, Metro Area
Note the Portland International Airport (PDX) to the northeast on this map. The Portland-Hillsboro Airport is northeast
of Hillsboro on the west side of this map. The Potterʼs live near Multnomah Boulevard to the southeast of Beaverton.
Airplanes landing and taking off from PDX frequently fly over the Potterʼs house when the wind patterns are right.
Portland-Hillsboro Airport planes are seen less frequently.

Neighborhood
The Potterʼs live in Southwest Portland, Oregon, in the Maplewood neighborhood near SW Custer St. and
SW 51st Ave. Off to the west of the Potterʼs home is a couple of golf courses and the 217 freeway, which
connects Tigard and Southwest Portland to Beaverton. The neighborhood is almost all residential with
scattered pockets of commercial properties and businesses. Nothing obvious seems to be connected
with their sighting such as, for example, towers with lights, industrial areas with unusual activity, etc. An
extremely remote possibility might be a business such as a car dealership running a carbon-arc searchlight.
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Source: Google Maps

Figure 3. Southwest Portland, Oregon
The Potterʼs live in the Maplewood area of Southwest Portland, Oregon, near SW Custer St. and
SW 51 Ave. They are surrounded by residential neighborhood with widely spaced small businesses. Nothing obvious shows up to the west where they spotted the UFO as a cause of their
extremely bright, yellow-orange, fast-moving ovoid UFO.

Weather
On March 23, 2007, the weather in Portland was cloudy with light rain at times from 47° F to a high of 60°
F. The Potterʼs mentioned that the UFO appeared in front of clouds with some sunshine peaking
through from the east after sunrise. They considered whether their UFO was a shiny object with sunshine
reflecting off it, but have rejected this idea as not matching their quite clear and distinct impressions of
what they observed.
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EVIDENCE
The evidence in this case consists of the following:
• Witness Jackie and Richard Potterʼs testimony.
Jackie is a clerical worker as is Richard in the Portland area. They are both intelligent and thoughtful
people who cooperated fully with our investigation. In fact, Jackie went out of her way to help us out by
providing well-thought-out photos of the UFO sighting environment—their bedroom and the windows
through which they saw the UFO. She also provided a Photoshop simulation of what the UFO looked
like, which Richard agreed with, although both said the color of the UFO didnʼt quite capture their impression as closely as theyʼd like.
We have no reason to doubt the veracity of these witnesses.

Significant Points in Witness Testimony
The following facts from witness testimony are highlighted here for convenience analysis that follows.
The source of the facts is either the MUFON CMS, denoted “(CMS),” or our interview, denoted “(Interview).”
• The UFO had no obvious three dimensional quality. (Interview)
• The UFO moved in a smooth, flowing, fluid motion. (Interview)
• The UFO was extraordinarily bright, but not so bright as to hurt your eyes. It was not like looking at
the sun, but it was very, very bright. (Interview)
• The purity of the orange-yellow light seemed a bit unusual. (Interview)
• The UFO reversed its direction within 10 to 15 seconds. (CMS and Interview)
• The UFO changed course. (CMS and Interview)
• The UFO made no apparent sounds at all. (CMS and Interview)

ANALYSIS
This case offers a bit of data for some analysis. Jackie Potter has created a fine Photoshop simulation of
the UFO in a photo she took out of one of their bedroom windows. See Figure 1, View from Bedroom
Window With Simulated UFO. We will use this in the analysis in this section.

UFO Size
Using Jackieʼs photo simulation (Figure 1, View from Bedroom Window With Simulated UFO) allows us to
calculate a reasonable angular size for the Potterʼs UFO by measuring the width of the photo in pixels
along with the width of the UFO simulation.
The pertinent facts about her Olympus Stylus 500 camera photo are the following:
• The focal length of the lens was set at 5.8 mm which is the 35 mm camera equivalent of a 35 mm
wide angle lens.
• The resolution is 1920 by 2500.
Measurement of the UFO representation that Jackie composited onto the photo of her bedroom window is
30 pixels wide. From Table 1, 35 mm Lens Focal Length and Angle of View, in Appendix A, we have the
35 mm wide angle lens angle of view as 54°. The following ratio and proportion gives us the angular size
of the UFO.

30 pixels
x
(41°)30 pixels
=
⇒x=
= 0.64°
1920 pixels 41°
1920 pixels

€
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Thus, the angular size of the UFO is about 0.65°, which is just over the size of the full moon in the sky.
Thus, we realize why the UFO made such an impression on the Potters. A full moon is quite prominent in
the sky.
In a sort of independent check of this, we asked the Potters to estimate the size of their UFO at armʼs
length. They both agreed it would be around 1/2 inch. (We asked them to do this before Jackie did her
photo simulation of the sighting.) Doing a little math, we have

tan θ =

0.25"
⇒ arctan(tan θ ) = arctan(0.0104) = 0.60°
24"

The 0.64° measured one way and the 0.60° measured another way tends to show how accurately the
Potterʼs remembered their sighting.

€ UFO Distance
The UFO distance is anywhere from a couple of hundred feet away to as far as the clouds against which
they saw the UFOs. The clouds were as much as perhaps 20 to 25 miles away since the Oregon Coast
Range mountains (to 4000 feet or so) are about that far from Beaverton to the west, and the Oregon
Coast Range is likely the farthest away that clouds would be seen from the Potterʼs vantage point. On
the other hand, the UFO was at least a hundred feet away because it passed behind the trees in the
photo and they are around a hundred feet or so away.
Assuming the UFO was a real object around a mile away, we have the following equation giving the UFO
a real size of around 55 feet across. (We are using the angular size derived above in UFO Size earlier.)

tan(0.60°) =

€

x
⇒ x = 5280 ft(tan(0.60°) ≅ 55 ft
5280 ft

It would seem that a brilliant yellow-orange object of around 55 feet in diameter would have attracted
some attention even in its brief flight, but no such information became known through newspapers, local
Internet, or TV or radio station news, so we believe the object was somewhat closer to the Potterʼs house.
Perhaps this object was something like less than ten feet in size, which would keep it within the Maplewood neighborhood and keep the opportunities for observation at a much lower level.
Investigators Keith Rowell and Doug Hartley did not, in fact, canvass the neighborhood seeking further
possible sightings because of the brief period of time this object was observed. A longer duration object
would make canvassing the neighborhood more worth the time and effort.

UFO Speed
To get some idea of the speed of this UFO, letʼs make the assumption that this UFO was around a quarter
mile to a half mile away from the Potterʼs house. See UFO Distance earlier. The photo in Figure 4, Wide
Angle View From Bedroom Windows, was taken with a lens with a field of view of 95º. We know from
Jackie Potterʼs testimony that she essentially saw the UFO traverse the distance from the extreme right of
the windows to the extreme left of the windows (and going out of view) and then returning 10 to 15 seconds later to retrace its path and disappear on the extreme right. The total duration was about 30 seconds. So, letʼs take 10 seconds as the time it took the UFO to cross one way the whole length across all
three windows.
We have the following equation to calculate first the distance traversed assuming the UFO was a half mile
away. (We make the angle 90º instead of 95º to simplify things.)

tan(45°) =

x
5280 ft
⇒
(tan(45°)) ≅ 2640 ft
5280 ft
2
2
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So, half of the distance traversed is 2640 feet and the whole distance is 5280 feet or 1 mile. This makes
the speed one mile in 10 seconds, or about 360 mph. If the distance is a quarter mile, then the UFO went
around 180 mph. These speeds seem excessive for some kind of conventional aircraft relatively low over
a residential neighborhood. We conclude that this is an anomalous physical object of some sort, or some
kind of optical artifact.

Source: Keith Rowell

Figure 4. Wide Angle View from Bedroom Windows
This photo, taken by Keith Rowell with a Canon EF-S 10-22mm f/3.5-4.5 USM lens,
shows in the middle window the spot above the electrical wire on the next door
building where Jackie simulated her UFO in Figure 1. The tree limbs just visible at
the left edge cut off Jackieʼs view of the UFO going south. The UFO then reappeared about 10 to 15 seconds later retracing its path.

UFO Altitude
The altitude of the UFO is susceptible to more guess work than the speed, but it seems that if it was a
real physical object, then its altitude was not great because of the low viewing angle of not more than
around 20 to 25 degrees above the horizon. Assuming 1/2 mile away, we have the following equation.

tan(20°) =

€

x
5280 ft
⇒
(tan(20°)) ≅ 960 ft
5280 ft
2
2

So, at 1/2 mile away the UFO was about 1000 feet up, and at 1/4 mile away the UFO was about 500 feet
up in the air. These are relatively low altitudes, which means the UFO would likely not have attracted
wide attention at these altitudes.
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CONCLUSION
A good strategy for identifying a possible UFO is to propose a list of possible identifying objects or phenomena. Then a good faith effort is made to see how many of the typical identifying characteristics of
known objects and phenomena do actually fit the facts developed in the presentation of the evidence and
analysis of the UFO case. If too many of the identifying characteristics of known objects or phenomena
are not a good enough fit, then the investigator is left with a reasonable “identification” of a case as a
MUFON “unknown.”

Possible Candidates for Identification
The most reasonable identification candidates are the following:
• Airplane. The Potters at first suspected an aircraft on fire as a plausible identification of this UFO,
but no fire or explosion occurred and no later information in the news media or from around the
neighborhood—if the object was somehow a smaller object—ever surfaced. The object being extremely unlike any convention aircraft also makes identification as an aircraft unlikely. Additionally,
the Potters heard no usual or unusual aircraft-like sounds during or shortly after this event. For
these reasons, the airplane hypothesis is rejected as an identification of the Potterʼs UFO.
• Helicopter. The object being extremely unlike any convention helicopter makes identification as a
helicopter unlikely. There was no sound of a helicopter. For these reasons, the helicopter hypothesis is rejected as an identification of the Potterʼs UFO.
• Balloon. Some sort of balloon is a more reasonable identification candidate than the airplanes and
helicopters because of the shape and uniform color of the UFO, but other characteristics strictly rule
out this hypothesis The speed that the UFO traversed the sky viewed through their windows was
too fast for any balloon. Also, the wind speed was only around 5 mph or less out of the north and
could not account for the reversed northerly direction on the second half of the sighting. For these
reasons, the balloons hypothesis is rejected as an identification of Potterʼs UFO.
• Optical Phenomenon. This presents the best hypothesis, perhaps. There could be two kinds of
optical phenomena that might account for the Potterʼs UFO.
1. Optical Phenomena inside the house. Perhaps someone was playing with a laser pointer inside the house. The Potterʼs did say that the color characteristics of the UFO were somewhat
similar to the light a laser pointer makes on a white or other light colored surface. But no one
else was in the house. Also, there are no other sources of this kind of light in the bedroom.
Perhaps the biggest objection to an inside-the-house optical effect is the fact that Jackie
viewed the phenomenon from two separate vantage points: one near the bed and one up
close to the windows. Optical effects usually depend on viewing from a somewhat circumscribed viewpoint. We reject this hypothesis as implausible.
2. Optical Phenomena outside the house. This might be something to do with the sun, which
was shining on the clouds on a partly cloudy day. But this effect is virtually unprecedented as
some kind of sun-on-the-clouds effect. The movement behavior of the UFO also rules this out.
Perhaps someone was playing with a laser pointer outside the house? Again, very unlikely to
produce the effects described. The laser pointer would have to reflect off of clouds miles distant and would be of far too low a power to do this in the daytime. We reject this hypothesis as
implausible.

Final Resolution
Since the identification candidates fail for the reasons just given, we believe that the Potters have witnessed a genuine MUFON “unknown.”
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APPENDIX A: Lens Data
The following table provides the correspondence between 35 mm camera lens focal lengths and the angle of view of those lenses.

Table 1. 35 mm Lens Focal Length and Angle of View
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Focal
Length
(mm)

Angle
of View
(°)

12

113

17

93

21

81

24

74

28

65

35

54

50

40

75

27

90

23

135

15

200

10

300

7

500

4
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APPENDIX B: Notes From Taped Interview
These are notes from the recorded interview with Jackie and Richard Potter at their home March 27 from
7 to 8:30 PM. Doug Hartley, FI trainee, was present also. This is not a transcript.
Jackie: getting ready for work, in bedroom, sat on one side of bed, Richard on other; saw very bright,
tac-tac shaped object; both looked out same window; it zoomed by window, flying low, going in
downward slope; thinking what the heck was that?; to Richard, you saw that too?; yes; Richard
thought it was airplane in flame and was going to crash; waited to hear boom; didnʼt hear it; Jackie
went over to the window to see if it would come back; so bright, really unusual, really striking; I saw it
come back in the exact opposite direction; kind of make an arc and disappear behind some trees; out
of sight; second time I saw it, I really tried to examine it; trying to see if any wing or tail or any blinking
light that would suggest it was a helicopter; didn't move like an airplane; too low; weʼre in flight pattern
for airport and I've seen a lot of airplanes [out our bedroom window]; Iʼve seen helicopters; it made a
turn (arc); it stayed a consistent, bright, uniform yellow-orange color; seemed like oval shape; the
same brightness as before; glare never changed; Richard: both looking out the window; just for a
second I saw it; just the oddest thing; because of color, it looked like fire; Iʼm thinking it's a plane on
fire, it's crashing; but no smoke trail; it seemed sharply defined; it wasn't real fuzzy; it might be a half
mile to a mile away; it wasn't like a plane far in the distance; there wasn't a "plane" shape to it; Jackie
was blocking my view when it came by again; for another minute of so we kept looking for it, but it
didn't come again; Keith: closest object it might be?; Jackie: helicopter, but too low and too fast to be
an airplane; I was looking for helicopter lights; it stayed this uniform oval; called Richard up later at
work and discussed it again; Keith: how bright?; Jackie: to me the most striking about it, it was a little,
intense ball of light; Keith: have you ever seen something something that bright?; Jackie and Richard:
no; especially in the daytime; Keith: how about landing lights, brighter?; Jackie: yes, brighter than
landing lights; it was against a cloud cover and it really stood out; Richard: a vivid color, not bright like
the sun bright that hurts your eyes, but just a vivid color; Jackie: orangish-yellow, more on the yellow
side; Jackie: you would think a glowing ball would have fuzzy edges, but it didn't; Keith: the sun was
coming through?; Jackie: broken cloud cover because the sun was peeking through; to Jackie, was it
the sun bouncing off a helicopter? no; Keith: was it a bolide?; which is a low-level meteor; these
sometimes have a rumbling sound; did you hear any sound at all?; no, no sound whatsoever; sometimes bolides are smoky, leave a trail; see any kind of trail?; no; bolides break up; they are sparkly;
Richard: it seemed solid; Jackie: [the second time when it changed direction] should have had a
change in "glare", but it didn't; glare [luminosity] never changed; Richard: it didnʼt have a 3 dimensional shape; Jackie: "if I saw it on TV, I would think it was bad special effects, like if someone had a
little laser pointer"; it was real fluid motion, oddly fluid; Doug: no markings, extensions, wings?; Richard: no; Jackie: I've seen plenty of aircraft and some helicopters fly by our bedroom windows, this
was nothing more than a bright oval; I couldn't get a feeling for any dimensions or width or anything,
just a little, bright oval; Keith: did you have any interesting thoughts or feelings when you were seeing
it; Jackie: I just wanted to know what it was; Richard: same thing; Keith: you just wanted to identify it?;
yes; Keith: do you want to say anything more for the record; no; OK, I'll turn off the recorder now.
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APPENDIX C: Witness CMS UFO Description
The following is witness Jackie Potterʼs CMS UFO description:
Short Description of UFO Event:
Saw orange ball of light move in two directions past bedroom window
Detailed Description of the UFO Event:
My husband and I were in our bedroom talking before we left for work in the morning (we were
dressed and had been awake for 1/2 hour or more). We both happened to be looking out our large
bedroom window at the same time. This window faces West. Out of this window we can see a patch
of sky and saw an oval-shaped ball of orange light streak past, going very fast. It was heading South.
We both were startled by it. I got up and went up to the window, and approximately 15-20 seconds
later I saw it again, going Northwest, but it made an arc towards the Northeast before it disappeared
from view (behind houses and trees in the foreground). It could have been reflecting the sunrise
(though it was partly overcast and the sun was not very bright this morning), but as it turned the glare
never changed. It seemed to stay a uniform "ball of bright light." We never saw any lights on it, or and
part of any structure that would indicate a helicopter tail, or airplane wings. It was devoid of any detail,
although we were seeing it from quite a distance away. This thing struck both of us as being very unusual. We both agreed it looked egg-shaped and it was so, so bright. It left no trail. When I saw it
make the arc, the movement did not seem to resemble a helicopter or anything I had seen before. I
can't stop thinking about it. I can take a photo of the window and create a simulation in Photoshop
that I can submit later. Thank you for listening.
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